
New Faces at the Foundation 
 

Program Coordinators complete staff picture 
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Introducing two fabulous additions to the Downtown 
Walla Walla Foundation office—part-time Program 
Coordinators Micah Studer and Cheryl Thyken. 

 

Cheryl comes to Walla Walla via Portland, where she 
and husband Bill owned a design and manufacturing 
business in drapery and home furnishings, plus raised 
three boys.  Prior to the 16 years spent in Portland, 
Cheryl lived in both Napa and Sonoma Valley. 

 

“So many of the challenges Walla Walla is facing now 
are the same as I experienced growing up, and later rais-
ing a family,” says Cheryl.  “I appreciate the concerns 
that come with growth.  I have met people here that 
have a strong interest in the welfare of the community 
and want to keep Walla Walla one of the best places to 
live; it’s an exciting time to be a part of this evolving 
town.” 

 

Micah would actually be a senior in high school right 
now, if he had followed a traditional path. Instead, he 
left Wa-Hi at age 16 and started classes full-time at 
WWCC.  After getting to know downtown with stints at 
Starbucks, the Marcus Whitman Hotel, and Verve Cof-
fee + Art House, Micah came to work as afternoon re-
ceptionist for the Foundation in November 2007. 

 

“After five months, I have left my days as the afternoon 
receptionist specializing in clipart-filled flyers and il-
legibly written phone messages behind,” says Micah.  
“Still working afternoons and with only slightly more 
legible phone messages.” 

 

Both Cheryl and Micah bring unique skills and perspec-
tive to their positions: Cheryl with her business acumen 
and sustainable living habits, Micah with his customer 
service skills and downtown knowledge. We are thrilled 
to have them, and hope you make the hike up the stairs 
to meet them! 
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FLOWERS, FLOWERS EVERYWHERE! 
 

Last month, the Union-Bulletin ran an article 
about the closing of O’Con’s Flowers. We  
regret that the article neglected to mention the 
remaining flower shopping options downtown:  
Just Roses at 9 W. Alder, has a wide selection 
of glorious fresh roses and charming gifts. Just 
Roses has been locally owned and operated for 
15 years in Downtown Walla Walla. The 
Plant Company at 200 E. Main offers fresh 
flower arrangements in addition to potted 
plants, unique gifts and gardening supplies. 
Check out their fantastic nursery on Rose 
Street, too! 

�����������	
��
�
�����
������

�����
����������������������

����	
���
�����


���
�	�����
��������
�������������������
���������
������������������� ��������
������ !���

"�����"������"��

���������	
���
	��	 ��� � 	���	��	 ��� � 	�����	
��	
��������	
	��	����	���
�����������������

�������	��������	���	��	�	��	���� ��
��������������������	��������	�� ������
�������	���	���!"�������������	�������

#�������������
����������������
���	�����
�
���
���$��%	����&'()*������������

������	����+���������������������
��	����	��	��	��	,�

�

��������	�	�

���
��
��

Sponsored by BANNER BANK 
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 I really feel that our volunteers, the Board of 
Directors and the staff at The Foundation are 
starting to make a worthwhile contribution to 
the progress of our businesses downtown. 

 

 The bright lights on the 95 trees graciously 
donated by Community Bank, Key Technology, 
Land Title and the Downtown Development 
Association make our downtown beautiful 365 
nights a year. 

 

 The new downtown map and business direc-
tory makes it easier for our businesses to be lo-
cated and for everyone to know what is avail-
able downtown. We also produced a new web 
site which is more informative for residents and 
visitors and also has the capacity to link directly 
to our member web pages. 

 

 The seven functioning committees that in-
clude Economic Development, Design, Mainte-
nance, Promotion, Property Owners, Executive 
and Retail/Merchant are helping us by making 
decisions about parking, retail mix, downtown 
signs, garbage pickup, safety, successful pro-
jects and promotions and the general success 
and prosperity of everyone involved with the 
downtown. 
 

 Recent promotions like ‘Girl’s Night Out’ 
and new projects like Feast Walla Walla on 
April 12 are working to raise the profile of 
downtown. Exciting new promotions for sum-
mer Friday nights will bring more shoppers to 
our downtown and two refreshed large-scale 
events, The Sweet Onion Festival and The Fall 
Festival of Foliage and Feathers, are relocating 
to our downtown 
 

 A major piece to the puzzle is our retailers 
banding together to market and sell their prod-
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ucts and services. We can make 
our downtown a safe, beautiful 
and exciting place – but if we 
don’t advertise and tell people 
why they should shop downtown we won’t 
get very far. 
 

 Starting in a couple of weeks you will see 
our downtown businesses advertising every 
week on the back page of the front section of 
the Union-Bulletin each Wednesday. 10 to 15 
merchants will be marketing their businesses 
each week and offering specials and services 
that we know will increase sales in our 
downtown. 
 

 The benefits to this kind of full-page ad-
vertising are that we will show a united front 
on a weekly and frequent basis with full 
process color; we will also have a prime po-
sition in the newspaper at the lowest rate pos-
sible for everyone. Every participating busi-
ness will also get a minimum one quarter or 
one half page twice a year to promote their 
business on a larger scale during the life of 
the contract. 

 

 The initial reaction to this offer from both 
The Foundation and the Union-Bulletin has 
been very positive. The first 18 out of 20 
people we visited immediately signed up. 

 

 The only requirements to this effective 
advertising campaign are that each business 
must be a member of DWWF and sign a 
monthly contract. 

 

 If you haven’t been contacted yet call our 
staff at the Foundation (529-8755) and we’ll 
make sure you’re part of this exciting mar-
keting plan. 
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The Downtown Walla Walla Foundation would 
like to recognize these members—our organization 
runs only with the help of businesses like these: 

New Members in March: 
· Blue Mountain Action Council 
· Kirkman House Museum 
· Museum of Un-Natural History 
· Daily Market Food Co-Op 

Renewing Business Members: 
· Misbehaven Spa & Salon 
· Walla Walla Community College 
· Whitman College 

Thank you for your support as we work to promote 
the history, culture and commerce of downtown 
Walla Walla! 

Banner Bank, Baker Boyer Bank, 
Walla Walla Foundry contribute to 
DWWF through Main Street Bill  

 
Banner Bank, Baker Boyer Bank and the Walla 
Walla Foundry have contributed significantly to 
our community and to the Foundation’s efforts 
through the B&O Tax Credit program, also known 
as the Main Street Bill. These contributions will 
fund the Foundation’s projects and events for the 
year, and the businesses will receive a tax credit for 
75% of their contribution in 2009. This is money 
that will stay in Walla Walla, working for our 
downtown. We are grateful to Banner Bank, Baker 
Boyer Bank and the Walla Walla Foundry for their 
generous support and community spirit.  If your 
business pays B&O tax in Washington state, you 
are eligible to participate in this program—call the 
office to find out how! 


